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ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELDWORK AROUND lONUA AND 
ROOSA ON SOUTHERN SAAREMAA 
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Archaeological excavation' at Tonija 1\lulingumae site complex, started in 1995, 
were finished in summer 2001 . During the excavations in 2001 , an earli r cult site 
beneath the pre-Roman Iron Age cult site pJatform with pit (see Magi 2001) was 
unearthed . Excavations at Tonija were carri d out with a group of Swedi h ama-

Fig. 1. 	 The cumpl 'K 0/ mOllU mell ts a t TOlllja 'J ilillil/~11 mite. 7 - dep ressiolls; 2 - ~mn i/f' Slones 0/ 
Ihe earlier CIl II site; 3 - filllesfOlles o/the earlier clI-ll site; 4 - cOl7Sl m el ion slon s o/the laler 
Clift s ilL' and la ran d grave. 

joun.1. 	 Toni/a ] ) /Ulillg u lllde lI1u iSl iS lekompleks. 1 - lob I/d' 2 - va rasemCi [,' lIlll1slJobap,a seolud 
ra IIdkiUid; - varase/lla k llllilskobaga seo/lld p a.ek;uid; 4 - hilis 'Illet ImllllsfJo!w ja la 
rnndka{/lle kOllSlmklsiooniga seolild kiuid. 
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Archaeological fieldwork around T6ni ja and Roosa on Southern Saaremaa 

teur ardlaeologists organised by Raine Nykiincn and were finan ced, in addition to 
the group, by the Institute of History in Tallinn. The finds were stored in the 
Museum of Saaremaa (SM 1466') , 

The TU111ingllm~ie complex of two t ara n d graves and two cult sites was nxon
structed after the excavations, Several surface survey trips were organised in the 
urroundlngs fo r better understanding of the local settlement history. 

EARLIER CmT SITE AT TUULlNGUMAE 

The area of the excavations in 2001 was approximately 135 m' bu t in most p laces 
the digs embraced omy one layer of small limestones on top of the narural 
ground , The natural ground consisted of rammed earthen moraine and shingle, 
with few limeSlone slabs in it (Fig. 1). Drawing pal',illels w ith gravel Doors in his
torical buildings on Saru'emaa and Muhu, recorded up to the beginning of the 20,10 
century (Rullingo 2001, 414- 415) , a ground similar to these may have been 
formed here intent ionaUy. Several horizontal limestone slabs were uncovered 
under the later stone platform at the e.lstern side of the excavations, where they 
seemed to be remains of a pavement. 

Next to pit NO. 2 of the stone platform a probable he;u,th with a d iameter of 
50 cm was wlearthcd on the natural ground.The fu'eplace was semicircularly sur
rounded by Slones of' medium Size. Only a few bone fragments and small pot
sherds were found here, Seven circular or slightly oval depressions, dug into the 
natural ground, can be connected with the earlier cult site (fig , 2) ,The diameter 
of most of the depressions was 80 - 120 em, tht depth about 20 cm. Somewhat 
lJ igger thrul the others (measuring 145 x 110 cm) and much deeper (up to 1 01) 

was pit No. 10. One of the depressoDs (No , 12) in the corner bet'Weell the tarancls 
J and 0 of the Roman period grave had been found already in 1995, The bottoms 
of the depressions were covered with stones of medium size or with badly bu rnt 
fist-sized Slones, On the very bottom of the depression No.6 small bone frag
ments and <I tooth of a child were fOllnd. These depressions ditfered from the pits 
uncovered in the stone platform during the excavations in 1999 and 2000 (M;igi 
200]). The depressions of the earlier cuJt site were most likely dug for erecting 
big wooden pjllars, and were, therefore, marked w ith tree stocks in the recon
struction (Fig. 3).The piUar in the depression No. 12 was obviously used as a Cor
ner post when the tarand n had been erected, as the t a ra nd lacked tbe corner 
stOne. The position uf the depressions was quite irregular, Very big graniee boul
ders between the later tarand grave and the p resenl road also formed a part of 
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Fig. 2. 'fbe earfier Llill sile al Tllllfillgllllllie, will; Ibe relllaillS of lbe faler Cllfl sile. Tbe depres
siolls Nos 7 a nd 8. 

Joan. 2. Tlluffn[J lIIl1iie ua rasemlmltllskobt koos hi!i.sIJnta Nllfillsko/:Ja j iiti llllslega. Lohud IIr. 7ja 8. 

Fig. 3. Tb e reC(JIISIrll clioll (!l tbe compfc.\· q/ mUll II meilis ({I 'lililfingllllliie. 
JoolI.3. 7 illl fillg UII/ii l! III 1.1 islis/e/'willpfeliisi re/collstru iJIsiOOIl. 
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Archaeological fieldwork around Tiinija and Roosa on SouthernSaaremaa 
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the construction of the earlier cuLt site, as indicated by a layer of smaller lime
stones between them and the natural ground. On the same line with the boulders 
a big horisonral limestone, perhaps marking some kind of entrance, w as un
earthed. 

There \\fere only a small nwnber of finds and animal booes in the layer of the ear
lier cult site. Some of the decorated potsherds found can be dated to the pre
Roman Iron Age, most likely to the flrst h..'tlf of it ,The earlier cult site p robably 
belongs to the samt: period, Quite extensive efforts may have been involved in 
constructing it, as indicated by the huge granite boulders and th.ick w ooden p il
lars, 

NEW ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES IN THE VICINITY OF THE TUULlNGUMAE COMPLEX 

The area around the present villages Tornja, Poilu and Roosa is surrounded by 
wetlands in the east , north and west, and by seacoast in the SOUtll. Presently, a 
great pan of tile ~lrea is stony pasture with junipers, where a llumber of prehis
toric stone graves and remains of iossil iielels can be fou nel.The River Maaelevahe, 
earlier Tonnijogi, flows through the Tonija-R6osa a.rea. There was only small-scale 
development of the landscape during the Soviet times, which is obviously the 
maio reason w hy more ard laeological sites than in most regions w ith in tensive 
agriculture can be recorded here. 

Lepl1~1 Ka tkuauk ("Lep na Pest Hole") in cleserted Lepna village is believed by the 
local people to have been a burial growld dllring the Great Plah'ue , It is about a 
40 em high mound measlU"ing 18 x 16 m. There is a dep ression w ith a diameter 
of about 5 m and a dep th of about 50 em in the centre of the mound, The site 
was considered to be a medieval village cemetery after the firs t inspection in 
2000, when some unburnt hum an bones were recovered in a trial pit. During the 
re-study of lhe site in 2001) a smail cache of weapons and a belt buckle 1.5 ill 
away from it were found (Fig, 4) , lIsing a metal detector at the edge of the p roba
ble cemetery. Three spearheads anel a long knife were unear thed together at a 
depth of 25 cm, under a dense layer of small limestone slabs. All finds can be 
dated to the 6,h_7'h century (for comp arison see e. g. Nennan 1969, PIs. 64, 141, 
198; Tamla &]aanits 1977, Fig~ 1, 3 , 5) , and the grave obviously belongs to the 
same period, 

Paemois ("limestone Manor") is known in local tradition as the site of a manor 
preceding the Roosa manor. The site is situated about 100 m away from the 
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Maadevah ill er, beside a wet area that per
haps had been part of the river some time in 
tl e past. It is about a 120-m-long and 30-1ll
w ide ridge . ith steep western slope aDd a 
low w all on the east rn side. The wall is 2.5 
m wide and about 40 cm h igh. A terrace of 
abo It 50 x 15 III was d t cteel in the north
ern part of the ridge. In trial pi ts dttg into the 
terrace, a crossbow brooch and a belt buck
le, both belon ing to the 5'h_6'h century (for 
comparison see e. g.TumJa & Jaaruts 1977, PI. 
10: 2), w re found (Fig. 6 : 2) . The site can be 
define I as a Migration Period fortified Illanor 
or prindpal's farmstead. Similar fortified mag
nate farms are known from 4"'-5,h century 
S"lcden (e. g. 01, u son 1987). 

Tonlja Kunin ga h aud ("Grave of the King" at 
Tonija) that i b Ii ved t 1 ave formed a p art 
of a holy grove is now situated in the village 
gathering place around a large swing <md a 
vall yball court. The rectangular con truc
tion of th holy grove can b seen on an old 
map (Fig. -) but is partly demolished by now. 
Th "Grave of be King" is about a lO-cm-high 
o a1 m l Uld with d iameters of 16 and 12 m. 
The grave is surrou nded by very big gran ite o _..--_-< Ctn 
b ulders (with diameters of 1.5-2 m); more 

F(~. 4. 17Je lI!l:iapOIl Jllld alld the Ix!/t of these boulders stand northwards of the 
buckle ji"01ll LCjJI/a Kat/mauk. 

grave . In the trial pit in the centre of the ( / V 6066. Brollze Clild imll.) 

.1001/. 4. R(' /[I({/('id jtl [!(:i()/J(filIW/ T.c/JIl(( grave, bronze edging and rod chain network 
J(utimallgllst. (AI 6()(j6. Frollks fragments of a 10'''- 12'h century knife sh eath
./<1 mild.) 

came to ligh t (fig. 6: 1 . Aecordin > to some 
earl ier data , a 10·h-l 1'h cemury scabbard end , a br nze ring, a bronze beU, an iron 
knife and bronze sp.irals have been found; t th arne si e SMM 1924, 119). 

Kuru aa t ("Kuru field ") i situ ated 120 m uthea t of the later Roosa manor, on 
a slope beside a b '. The b g, caJled Kurepsoo bht C"Kurepsoo Day") by local 
people , lies about 4. 5 m above the pr cnt ea level, and had formed a sea ba in 
pr history. Ace rcl ing to the I w.1 radition. ao th er manor hacl been situated 
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Archoeological fieldwork oround Toni joand Roosa on Southern Sooremoo 

!e a wet area that p er
:he river some time in 
UO-m-Iong and 30-m
western slope and a 

1 side. The wall is 2. 5 
em high. A te rrace of 
letected in the north
trial pits dug inro the 
'och and a bel t buck
le 5'h_6'h centu ry (for 

11a &Jaanits 1977, PI. 
6: 2). The site can be 
triod fcJrtifi cci m ano r 
Similar for ti fi ed 111ag
from 4'h_5 1i

' centu r y 
987). 

Grave of the King "at 
) have formed a part 
tuatecl in the village 
a large swing and a 
ctangular cons tr uc
11 be seen on an old 
jemoIished bv now. 
about a 60-cm-high 

rrs of 16 anc! ] 2 111. 

by very big grani te 
. of 1.5-2 m); m ore 

northwards of the 
the centre of the 
rod chain network 
~ntury knife shea th 
\ccordi jlg to som e 
)ronze bd l, an iron 
M 1924, 11 9). 

T Roosa manol', on 
iOO Hay") by local 

'rmecl a sea bay in 
lad been situated 

tK "'" -
.• ~ ro. ' ro 

/ .' tJ) 

-----, ~ <{. • • 2 ...--...h .... ~~ 
. V:Jl~ 

( ~o > 
'0 ron: 0;'4 

(l) 

~ 
1f1 ID o 0 C 
U 01= 
(l) OJ ~ 

ro~BE OJ C 

x ~ 8 
~8 E 

y.~£:Y 

"" ::J 
ro 
::J 

"" ro 
~ 

z. E 
o g 

") .,
C\J . 
C\C\J
'1< C')
C\J ',," 

. " I 

~ vi, 
0, ',\ 
>-.; >-: 
't' '1< 
"1 "If'...:. I, 
0,\ "'\ 

I.!..; t.t; 

i:: ';:: 

. ~ ~a]
'" ~ 
~ ~ 
"-- \:j 

~~ \..: ::I 
<::., ... 
i.:) ~ 

E: .~ 
"" s:::~ 0 
~ 0 
s::: .~ 
Q 0;; 

.'- -I:l--, '-' ... ,.::;
§ '-' 
~ ~- ... 
~ -a 

Q::; ~ 

~ ~ 
~ EO 
\:i':::: 
:::s (3 

:810 
~~ 
.tb . ~ 
. ;:::;-, , ~ 

;;;: ~ 
te to 
t-::; "" 

lr\ 
ll) . 

... ,\ \ ", .' ,~."".~\.:~ ) ":. ' ' l ~ B 
• • ••• ~ • • . ..I~. ~ ~~ Crt> R~: -:- a:: ~ 

61 




Marika Miigi and Taamas Magi 

there at some time. On the slope, on an area of about 100 x 40 m, about a 20 em 
thick habitation layer of little intensity wa det te I in trial pits. Among other 
fmds, the head of 11'" century decorative pin of so called Saaremaa type was 

2 

o 3 em 
r-; I 

Fig . 6. 	 Filld ji-Olll "Graue 0/ tbC' 
King" at TUlIija (1), Paelllois 
(2) and K Ul7I (3) (Al 6493, 
6492, 6494. Bronze ({lid iron.) 

joan. 6. Leitld 70nija "'Kullinp,a /:Ja ll 
ast" (1), Paelll JiSClst ("') ja 
KUI"II SCf((c/II.SI (3) (AI 6- 93. 
6- 92, 6494. Pronks ja m ild') 
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found (Fig. 6: 3, for comparison see e. g. Magi 
1 97, 39-44).The site is presumably a harbour 
p Ia 

Veskimae ("Mill Hill"), a low hill slightly slop
ing outhward towards the east rn bank of the 
Maadevahe River, was checked because of the 
local tradi tion, according to which it w as the 
earliest 10 ation of the Lepn a farm (late r vi!
Jag ) . Two stone piles, pr bably remains of 
oven , were recorded on the ,·lope. A circular 
depresson nearby was determined to be a well 
site. A fragment of scissors found beside one 
of the ovens (for comparison see e. g. Cowgill 
e t al. 1987, Fig 75), dated the farm site to the 
14'" century.The 5-m contour line indicate that 
Veskin1ac may have functioned as an harbour 
place in some time in the p rehistory (Fig. 5). 

Villa es ofTonij and Roosa the latter situated 
in a differ nt p lac from th present), a free 
singJe farmstead of Lep na, and the Roosa 
manor in the I lace of present Roosa village) 
\vcre mention d for the area in the 18'11 centu
ry (The E- tonian Historical Archives F. 311, I. 1 
D. 8 ,375-476). The Roosa manor was estab
lished nly in the first half of the 18'h cen tury 
(Saaremaa 1934, 785) . Most of the arable lands 
in the north rn par t o fTonija and Roosa area 
ar former wetlands, drain d ancl taken into 
lIse perhap only in 1700's. On a map drawn in 
1873, stony elevations, many of them prehis
toric graves and remains of fossil fields, are 
accurately marked (Fig. 5). Some of the prehis
toric sites have been destroyed by now. As 
assessed from the map, the prehistoric fields 
can be found mainly between the Paemois/ 
Roosa manor and the earlier Roosa village. 

There were probably 
present stage of inves 
manor unit was more 
and since many more 
lage that up to the 18 
prehistoric harbour p 
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Archaeological fieldwork around Toni jo andRoosa on Southern Saaremaa 

There were pro bably [wo settlemen t units in p rehis toric Tonija-Roosa area. In th e 
p resent stage of investigation , though , it can be supposed that the Paem()is/R()osa 
manor unit was more impor ta.1lt , sin ce it w as surrounded by bette r arable lanels 
and sin ce many more archaeological sites are recorded around it. The Lepna vil
lage that up to tlle 18tl l century was a single large farmstead probably marked the 
prehistoric h arbour place. 
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ARHEOlOOGILISED VALITOOD TONIJA JA ROOSAUMBRUSES lOUNA-SAAREMAAL 
Marika MAGI ja Taamas WiGI 

~O()I. aastal viidi lilpule 1995 . aastal alanud arheo!oogil isee! kaevamised Tonija Tuuling umae mllis
tistekompk'ksil ning rekonstruee riti seabee! muistise c! vaatamisv:iarsuseks (jo In. 3) . Lisaks tehti mit
meid inspektsioone Uhii·lI11btllskonda. 

Kaevamised Tuulingumje[ holmasid pe:l1nisel l eelrooma rauaaegse kultuskolul kiviplatvo rmile eel 
nenlld knnstrukrsioone , m ic!a va ib tolgendada samuti klli tuskohana.Tuvasta ti scitsc lo llku, mis olic! 
b cvatud loodllslikku pinnasc:sse (joa n. 1; 2) . Enamik lohkudest oli i'lm m,uguse h..'lljuga, li.i bimooduga 
80- 120 em ja si'lgavusega u . 20 cm .Teist S [ o luUselt sliurem (L45~ · 11 0 em) ja kuni mectri siigavune 
oli lohk nr. 10. Lohk nr. 12 avastat i juba I 9- . aasta ka v. m i. te ajal I ja IT tarandi nllrgas, kus pUlldlls 
nurgakivi . Seal paiknenud puuposti ali ilmsel t kasut:ltuc! nurga 0 lina U t randi ra jarn isel. 
Varasem;lsse konstrukts iooni klll.lluvad ka tuJease hilisema kjyiplatvo rmi all n ing vag a suured raml
kivid rooma rauaaegse tarandk:\lme j;1 praeguse tee vah c l. Varase ma kulw : kohaga seotud v;ihestes t 
kidlldest on osa ke raamikakiltle dateeritavacl eelrooma rauaaega. toen.'i lielr sel le va rasemassc 
poolde . Samasse aega voiks kUlI illda ka Ttnlli ngllm:i esime n kultuskoht. 

Tonija-Roosa iimbruskonnas Eibi viidud inspektsioonidel leiti m itmeid uu-i mllistiscid. Praeguse ks 
Illaha j:ie tud Lepna kiila liihedal olev Ka lkuallk OStl ttlS ). - 7. sajandi Illatmiskohak' (joan. 1). 
Pa e mo is, r,lhvapiirillluste Firgi Roosa moisa ee lla ne , asub 1. adevahe joe korva l paikneval seI
jandiklll ni ng see on ilms It keskmise r.lUaaja kindltls tatud mois;\- vo i ta lliaSe. Kunagi~es Tonijn 
hiiekohas, p rJ.eg tlse kiigeplatsi ka rval , avastati 10.-1 2 . saj:lndisse klllllllV' ki 'knlme , nn Kli n in g.' 
ha ud, mis on iimbritsetud ebataval isc::l t sumte, 1,5 - 2 III I:ilJim( 6d uga raudkividega. Kli psoo lahe 
nimclise soo cere! p aikn v Ku ru saa t, ku t le iti 11. sajand i saare maa-pii rase kohnnll rkpeagJ d ue
noda k:!tke (joon . 6 : 3), voiks o Ua kunagi-ne sad;un akoht. Lepn:l kiilaasem cl. Vesk imae!, te h ti kind
laks 14. sajandi talu jaanused . 

Tonija-R(~)osa iimbrusk nd on I;iiinest, pohjast ja iclasl iirnbritse tud prnegnse ks e namasti kll ivendatud 
soodega, louna p ool on loodllsli[.,:l.Iks pi iriks mere rand. l ;ibi n im ' tatlld ;(1;1 voolab M"lade •h e jog! , 
varascm Tilnnijogi. ) 87:; . aasta kaard il on Upselt m:irgitud kivised ko rgend ikud , m Wcst osa on tana
piicvaks jllba havitat lltJ kivikalmed ja lUuistse te polduc!e jii;inuscd (Joon. 5). POUujaiinuste aSlIkoht 
OSlltab, e t To nija-Roosa iimb rusko nnas oli m uina , j:l l It:g mht kahe a511s tus i'lk u. ega, miUes t iiks 
asus 19. sajancli Ril Sa kiila, re ine Paemois;I-R6osa mOisa iimbl'uses. Viimane o li, n ii s cia iimbri tse
vate p;lfemJtc p iilllll1\aadc kui ka kivLkalmt:te jii rg i o tsustades, o ll.ll isema tiihtsu ega. KeSkaegne 
Lcpna vabatalu Maade vahc joe kllnag ises suucl mcs markee rib i1 mse!t o maaegse t ·adamakohta. 
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