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Pre-Christian Maritime Societies

in the Eastern Baltic

Les sociétés maritimes préchrétiennes

dans la Baltigue orientale

Abstract: The Viking Age and 11th-12th-centuries Eastern Baltoe was not a homogeneous society, as is
often presumed, but congisted of distnet ethnic geoups with different languages, myrhology and social
structures, Clear differences can be distinguished between the northern, mainly Balic Finnish part of
the r\cginn. and the southern half that was inhalated by vanous ethnic Haltic pt!ﬂ]'.ll.l!!. F,Ipﬂdl]i" the
Baltic Finnish warriors in coastal areas had developed a cultural sphere that resembled the Eastern
Seandinavian one in many aspects, despite certnin differences in social sysrems. This shared cultural
gphere of warriors, characterising the coastal areas along the northern half of the Baltic Sea, js the main
subject of the Chapter, which takes under consideration archaeological, historical and saga lireratuee
sources about this part of the world.

Résumé : A V'époque viking, aux X1 er X11¢ siécles en Baltique orientale, il o'y avait pas une sociéé
homogene, comme on le suppose souvent, mais des groupes ethnigues aux langues, mythologies et
structures  sociales  différentes. On peur  disdnguer  clairement les  différences entre la partic
septentrionale de la région, peincpalement la partie finlindaise de la Baltque, et la moitié méndionale,
qui émit habitée par diverses ethnics baltes. Les guecriers fnlandais baltes des ségions cotiéres, en
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particulier, avaient développé une sphére culturelle qui ressemblait i celle de la Scandinavie onentale &
bien des égards, malgré cermines différences dans les sysiémes sociaux. Cette sphére culturelle
commune de guerners, qui careténse les zones conéres de ly moitié nord de la mer Baltique, est le sujer
principal du chapitre, qui prend en considéranon les sources archéologiques, et histonigues ainsi que les
sagas évoquant cette partie du monde.

Key words: medieval Tastern Baltic, societies in northern  Burope, heterarchy, Baltic Sed
COMIMmUnIca o,

Mots-clés : Baltique orientale médidvale, sociétés du nord de I'Burope, héérarchie, communications
dans la mer Baltique.

he political situation prevailing for most of the previous century has caused the

three Baltic States — Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania ~ to be perceived as a single
cultural unit, whereas Finland appears to originate from quite another world, This
perception has, often umintentionally, been projected back into prehistory. As it
happens, however, it is difficult to find a uniform ‘Baltic’ culture embracing all the
Baltic States in our ime, and much less so in the region’s history,

The Eastern Baltic in the 11"=12th centuries

The 11"-12"-century Eastern Baltic was home to quite a number of
archaeologically diverse cultures, as indicated by artefacts, burial customs and several
other sites, for example hillforts. These various cultures can, however, be divided
between different spheres, in the first place between maritime and inland cultures
(Figure 1).! Especially in Finland and Estonia, the mantme culture, embracing not
only the actual coast but stetching inland for dozens of kilometres, was
characterised by intensive contacts with the Eastern Scandinavian coastal areas.? The
sea umted different people, creating cultural norms, values and attrbutes, especially
those associated with warriors, which were similar in all the areas along the coasts of
the northern Baltic Sea.

! Marika Miigi, The Vikome Eaitern Badtie {Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press / Are Humanities
Press, 2019), 7-35.

! Marika Migi, “Societies Hast and Weat of the Balie Sea: Prehistorie Culture Contaets Revigited® i
Johan Callmer, Ingrid Gustin & Mads Roslund (eds.), Tdewsity Farmatton and Diversity in the Earfy Medteral
Badsic and Beyowd. Commwnicarors and Commnvicasion (Leiden; Beill, 2017), 17-47.
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Figure 1 = The histonical disenicrs of the Eastern Balne
with some most important Viking Age centres. Drawn by M. Miig.

Ethnicity is another factor not to be underestumated when it comes to the late
prehistoric Eastern Baltic,. As we know from the chronicles of the early 13% eentury,
Baltic Finnic languages, a branch of Finno-Ugric languages, were spoken in the
northern half of the Eastern Balue, in Finland and Estonia, as well as in a large part
of present-day Latvia. The rest of Latvia, together with all other areas in the southern
half of the region, spoke the Baltic languages of the Indo-European family, These
language groups are linguistically very different; even more essentially, obvious
differences also characterised the mythological worlds and social structures of the
peoples belonging to these language groups.
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Regarding the inhabitants of these maritime areas, Couronia had a population
with mixed ethnic backgrounds. [ts northern part was still Baltic Finnic in the early
13t century, while the ethnic Baltic inhabitation was gradually shifting northwards.*
The Couronian coast in the middle of the Eastern Baltic is predominantly steaght
and only slightly indented, with no islands and just a few suitable places for harbours,
mainly at the estuarics of certain rivers,

Except for the Nemunas River, there were no other major routes leading from
the Coutonian coast towards the Russian principalities and the large rivers of Eastern
Furope. This topographic disadvantage and the steaight coastline cestainly hindered
the development of maritime culture in prehistoric Couronia, which, at first glance,
seems to be in contradiction with the frequent mentions of Couronians in several
medieval written sources, Possible explanations for this phenomenon will be offered
later in this article.

The Estonian and Finnish coasts, on the contrary, are very indented and
adjoined by numerous islands. This type of shoreline provides favourable conditions
for coastal surveillance from outposts and vantage points, making it thus difficult to
attack the coast unexpectedly. And it was precisely along the Finnish and Estonian
coasts that the most prominent eastward wade routes ran.! For the cargo ships that
would normally attempt to overnight at a harbour site, safety was of top prionty.
Given that the vessels’ passage along the Finnish and Estonian coasts was known to
local inhabitants long before they could land, their crews may have sought peaceful,
contract-based relations with the local magnates. Compared to the areas bordering
on the straight coast of present-day Latvia, this practice led to different
communication patterns with other maritime peoples, above all Seandinavians

Twao culture spheres

In archaeological evidence, clear differences between the Baltic Finnic and the
cthnic Baltic halves of the eastern coast can be traced through burial customs.
Several researchers have pointed to the correlation between the individualiry
expressed in burial rites and the social stratification of the society practising these
ftes.5 In this aspect, the Baltic Finnic graves differed from all of their Indo-

3 Jinis Asatis, Vitolds Muizinicks, Amis Radigd, Ingrlda Virse & Irita Zeicre, Kurli senatmf (Couronians
in Antiguity) (Riga: Latvijas Nacionfilais véstures muzejs, 2008),

o Marika Mg, In Asatrvegr: The Rofe of the Easter Baitic in V'thing Age Comminication aiross e Baltic Sea
(Leiden: Beill, 2018), 94-117.

S g, Kristian Kristiansen, ‘From Stone to Bronze - the Evolution of Social Complexity in Northern
FEurope, 2300-1200 BC in Elizabeth Brumfiel & Timothy Eale (eds.), Spedaligation, Exchange, and
Camplexe Soaeties (Cambridge: Cambndge University Press, 1987), 30-31; Richard Bradley, The Pacsage of
Arms, An Archacological Analysis of Prebistoric Hoard and Votine Deposits (Oxford: Oxbow Books, 1998
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uropean neighbours.

The late prehistorie burals practised in most of the Baltic Finnic areas were
sollective cremations whete the remains of many deceased persons of various ages
and both sexes were scattered berween stones. The intermingling of bones was
glearly intentional, manifesting collective attitudes where members of a certain
affilianon, probably a family or a clan, were united in eternity, without demarcating
differences between individuals. The same was valid for grave goods that in the 11—
REL century could consist of a vanety of badly damaged and burat items — it was
only the family affiliation that mattered, all dead members getting their share. It was
ampossible to say who was able to take more, or fewer, material goods with them to
he Afterlife.”

Such burial customs were in stark contrast with the practices prevalent in the
ern, ethnic Baltic half of the Eastern Baloe: Individual burals, in different
ethnic areas predominantly inhumations or cremations, characterised most of this
area, with cermain collective cremation graves — the so-called Aschemplitee — found in
southern Couronia and Prussia as an exception’ Collective burials were not
completely uniform in the Baltic Finnic area either, The southernmost Finnie people
~ Livs ~ had adopted individual bunal rites from their Balue neighbours, and some
areas with individual graves could also be found separately in other Baluc Finnic
arcas,

Collective attitudes expressed in burial rites often characterised societies
where power was arranged collectively, frequently forming parallel, mutually
‘eomplementing hierarchies which did not necessarily dominate over each other. Such
societies have sometimes been labelled as heterarchies and are in most cases based
on extraordinarily strong clan ues.” Power and property belonged to a clan and could

Jean Guilaine & Jean Zammir, The Ovriging of War. Violence in Prebistory (Malden / Oxford / Carton:
Blackwell Publishing, 2005), 158 ff Robert . Drennan, Cheistian E. Pererson & lake R. Fox, Degrees
and Kinds of Inequality’ in T. Douplas Price & Gary M. Feinman (eds)), Pathways o0 Power. New
Peespectives an the Emvergence of Soctal Tnequadty (Fundamental Liswes in Archavology) (MNew York Springer
Verlag, 2010, 45-76. See also Marika Migi, *Socicties East and West of the Baltic Sea’, ap air

& Marika Migl, 'Late prehistoric socicties and burials in the Eastern Baltic!, Ambatadgia Baltics, Mo, 19
(2013), 177-94; Marika Migi, In Austroogr, op. cit,, 78-88.

7 Marika Migl, dn Ansirogr, ap. i, 3045,

* eg; Roman Shiroukhov, ‘Prossian Graves in the Sambun Peninsula with Impores, Arms and Horse
Harnesses from the Tenth o the 13th Century: the Question of Wartlor Elite', Alndhavofogie Baliiaa, No.
18 (2012), 224255,

% Alice . Rautman, *Hierarchy and Heterarehy in the American Southwest: a Comment on Meguire and
Saitta’, American Antignity, No. 63 (1998), 325-3%; Tina Thurston, Landscapes of Power, Landscapes of
Conflict, State Formation i the South Scandinavian Irow Age. Fumdawental swes in Archaeology (New-York-
Boston: Kluwer Academic Publishers, 2002); Dmitri Bondarenko, ‘Homoarchy as a Principle of Socio-

31



MARIKA MAGI

not be directly bestowed upon an individual. Typically, these societies featured
assemblies making decisions on vanous spheres of life, often elected based on
different principles, and acting autonomously from each other.

Some traces of heterarchy can be traced nearly everywhere in medieval
Northern Europe, as is best indicated by the outstanding importance of assemblages
which passed decision on the most relevant questions in these societies. In
Seandinavia these bodies were called #ing, and in the area of what 1s now
Northwestern Russia, seche. The chronicler Henry the Livonian mentions similar
assemblies in early 13%-century Estoma,V and analogous institutions presumably also
characterised the ethnic Baltic part of the Eastern Baltic.

However, in the 11th—12t-century Scandinavia and the southern half of the
Eastern Baltic, power was arranged along individual lines. The Chromcle of Henry
the Livonian mentions by name several chieftains, princes and kings of Baltic
ethnicity who led armies and fought against, or negotiated and allied themselves with
the German crusaders in the 13%-century Eastern Baltic.'! The mightiest of them
were the princes of Lithuania who managed to consolidate power under one prince
by the middle of the 13% century.’? Theirs was 4 power system in many aspects
similar to the Chnstian Northern Europe, albeit heathen, less institutionalised,
unstable, and controlling only limited territories.

As for archaeological evidence, the indication of the consolidation of power
among the Balts is somewhat complicated. Some hillforts can be interpreted as
leaders’ residences,'’ while princely burials distinet from other richly equipped graves
are more or less absent. In several areas, male graves in particular contain a large
number of artefacts, suggesting a broad stratum of social elite. Moreover, virtally no
conspicuous grave monuments are known from the Eastern Balue.

Archaeological evidence in the Baltic Finnic part of the Hastern Baltic
collective burial grounds with intermingled human remains — seems to be in

Political Organization: an Introduction’, Amthmpes, Vol 102, No. 1 (2007), 187-199; Robert D Drennan
of af, Degrees and Kinds of Inequality’, ap, .

10 [lenricus Lettus, The Chromicle of Hewry of Livonta, Tranglated and with a New Introduction and Notes
by J. A. Brundage (New York, Columbia University Press, 2003), XX: 2.

W Herbere Ligi, Talporgde doormised Eestis 13, iafandist 19, sajandi afgwseni (Vaxes and Dutics of Hatonian
Peasantry from the 13 o the 19 Century) (Tallinn: Ajaloo Instituut, 1968), 14-38,

1 Zigmantas Kiaupa, “The Establishment of the Stre’ i Zigmanms Kiaupa, Jurte Kiaupiené &
Albinas Kuncevitiug (eds), The History of Lithwawia before 1795 (Vilnius: Lithuanian Institute of History,
2000), 45-72

1) Romas Jarockis, “Semigallin 11001400, A Review of Archacological and Historical Sources’ m Nils
Blomkvist (ed.), Cultire Clash ar Camprosize? The Enrapamisation of the Baltic Sea Area (1001400 AD (Ada
Visbyensta, XI), (Visby, 1998), 45-33.
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sorrelaton with the 13%.century written sources. Unlike the ethnic Balte rerritories,
o records are known of undisputed rulers in Estonia, and there is only one modest
llfort associated with a concrete person, Lembito, Lembito was nothing more than
varlord, probably a chansmatic personality who did not, however, possess any far-
seaching institutionalised power.!* Restricted mandates also characterised other

stontan figurcheads appeanng in chronicles, while no mention has been made of
iy local leader at all for the island of Saaremaa, by all accounts the most powerful
mion 1n Estonia at that nme.

This phenomenon, at one time frequently used as an argument for the
Backwardness of the early 13%-century Estonian society,!* can well be explained by
corporate power structures as described above. Nothing in the archacalogical
:* ence from Estonia points to the local technological or social development
lagging behind the ethnic Balts. Corporate arrangement of power, on the other hand,
‘may have caused misunderstanding and confusion among the erusaders who were at
a loss as 1o whom 1o negotate with, or which leader to trust while concluding
treaties.

Another characteristic fearure thar firs in with the more collecuve namre of
the Baltic Finnic society in the northern half of the region is gender-specific. As
indicated in ethnic Baltic burial customs, male and female attributes seem to have
strictly differentiated. Males were often buried with abundant jewellery, but the
pes of specific ornaments for men were nearly always different from the female
jewellery.'0 In areas where inhumations dominated, Baltic men and women were
traditionally buried in opposite direction, and the number of female graves in one
cemetery was often considerably smaller than thar of male graves.'” The tendency to
emphasise the difference between men and women normally characterises societies

W Kriatan Oad, ‘Lembit. Jubtmiskunst meiseriklass vastsel Maatamaal' (Lembito of Leole. Masterful
Leadership in Nascent Mary's Land), Ao Flistorica Tallmgensa, Vol. 23, No. | (2017), 26-48.

I Bee overview Pritt Ligi, National Romanticism in Archaeology: the Paradigm of Slavonic
Colonization in North-West Russia’, Fomnescandin archavologica, Vol X (1993), 31-39; Priit Ligi, “Aktive
Slavs" and “passive Finne": a reply’, Feawossamdiy ardbarologiea, Vol. X1 (1994), 104112,

1 g Audrone Blivjient, Vikigy gpocbos duriity papmolaly ormamentihe (Style and Motif in Couronian
Omaments during the Viking Period) (Vilnius: DiemedZio Lewdykla, 1999); Amis Radips, 10,72,
Lodsnmera semeaand Lastgaln apdsyvaraia seriforife wm ustemmelatoipar etnishar, socemlas wn politiskas westires jamsajnn
{Burial Ficlds of the 103" Century in Largallian territory i Context of the Ethnie, Socil, and
Political History of the Histern Latvia) (Rign: Latvijns Vestures Muzejo eksd, nr. 5. Arheologija, 1994);
Andris So, Sabisdriba wn vara: woatbis attiedbar Asstemmlotrind aized ctures beigds (Society and Power: Social
Relationships in Easteen Latvin during Later Prehistory) (Riga: Intelekes, 2002).

17 Bp. Elvim Snore, Kistw kapucaks (Kivti Cemetery) (Riga, Zinfime, 1987); Antonijn Vilcline, Vidkuy
Maskavas kapulauks (812 p=)' (The Vitku Maskava Burial Field (8-12% Centries)), <rbealodii an
etmogrdfifa, Vol XVII1 (1996), 162-180; Andris Snié, Sabiedriha un vara, op. t,, 178-201,
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where the role of women in decision-making was restricted.!®

In the Baltic Finnic burial grounds, on the other hand, male and female
attributes were mixed and the number of unisex artefacts high. Especially jewellery
was normally used by both genders, with a few types predominantly associated with
fernales.!? In these Baltic Finnic areas where individual graves could be distinguished,
e.g among the Livs or Karelians, artefacts primanly associated with one gender
could occur in graves of the other gender, for instance, weapons are sometimes
found in graves together with abundant female-associated ornaments. This,
together with numerous unisex artefacts, suggests a society where men and women
were not segregated. Drawing cross-cultural parallels with traditional societies known
from antheopological studies, we can presume that the role of Baltic Finnic women
in decision-making was probably greater than among their Indo-Germanic
neighbours.

Some evidence of the gender-specific differences between the Baltic Finnic
and the Baltic societies can be found in medieval written sources. The 13%-century
German and Russian chroniclers seldom mentioned women, with the exception of
routine references to women and children as casualties of war. As for ethnic Baltic
women, Henry the Livonian talks of Lithuanian widows who hanged themselves
after their husbands were killed during a campaign?! Livic women on the other hand
appear in the same chronicle in a much more active role, for instance declining
baptism for a sick man, probably a family member.#* An Estonian woman helped her
husband kill 4 German trader,?® or killed him herself with an axe,* and another
Estonian woman was exempt from paying taxes because she had saved two

1 Susan Kent, ‘Fgalitarianism, Equality, and Equitable Power’ in ‘I'mcy L. Sweely (ed.), Mangfesting Power.
Goemder and the [nterpretation of Power in Archavalogy (London and New York, Routledge, 1999), 30-48.

19 Marika Magl, Ie Awstrmegr, ap. o, B2-88,

2 Pirkko-1disa Lehtosalo-Hilander, ‘Keski- jo my6haisrautakaus’ (Middle and Lave Tron Age) in Swomen
historia (Finnish History), Vol 1, (Hspoo: WeilintGoos, 1984), 402-40%; Svetlana [ Kochkurking,
Arbeolsgicheskye pamyatniki Karnly 1-X1V i (Archacological Sites in Karclia V-XV Centuries) (Leningrad:
Nauka, 19817, 92.93; Evald Tonisson, Die GasiaLiven wnd ibre soaterselle Kultar (11, Jh = Anfang 13. Jhs.)
(Lallinn: Eesti Raamat, 1974), 109, Tables 11, VI; Marika Milgi, A she Crosmads of Spase and Time, Girawes,
Changing Society and Idealagy an Saaremaa Osel), 9132 cempuries AD (CCC papers, 6) (Tallinn: Institare of
History, 2002), 79, Anna Zariga, Salaspils Lawkskolas kapoianks 10.-13, gadsints (Sataspils Laukskola
Cometery, 10%-13% Centuries) (Riga: Latvijas Vstures InstitQta Apglds, 2006), tab. 191, 1.

3 Henricus Lettus, The Chronirle of Henry of Livonia, gp. at., 1X: 5.

22 Diebewr, 1: 100,

0 M,y NXW 10,

2 T'he Livontian Rbymed Chromicle. ' ranslated with an historical introduction, maps and appendices by Jerry
(2. Smith and William L. Urban (Bloomingron: Indiana University, 1977}, 1278-1332
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musaders imprisoned in an Estonian hillfort.2*
Further hints, albeit obscure, can be found in the 13"-14%-century legislation
st written down for the Livs in the early 13t century.2 The earliest legislation in
lieval Livonia was surptisingly laconic about family and succession; given that
saly topics that were relevant for German landlords were recorded, we can presume
hat family issues were generally addressed by local courts thar administered the so-
alled ‘laws of the land’ (not preserved). However, the first Livie legislation included
sovisions that can be interpreted as referring to a matsilineal descent system in this
; Finnic ethnic group. It is supulated, for instance, that when a man takes a wife,
all his goods shall ‘follow his woman’, and if he wants to leave her, his property will
0 to his wife and daughters2” When the same text was applied to Balue Couronians
in the second half of the 13" century, sentences were added which may have
changed the original meaning 1o the opposite.®® However, similar ideas stll existed in
Western Estonian legislation dating from around 1400, where the topics dealing with
iccession were  pnmarly discussed through women. Remnants of possible
~matrilineal succession can also be seen in some parts of Estonian folklore that in
general is conspicuously female-dominated.

The possible female-line succession fits well with archaeological evidence and
historical records, suggesting thar the Baltic Finnic society was characterised by
strong collective features, family- or clan-based property nights and corporate power
structures. Power in the ethnic Baltic societies was more individual, arranged in
lmeage and, judgng by the available evidence, based on a patrilineal descent system.
However, in most of the Baltic territories, including coastal regions in Couronia and
Prussia, the concentration of power was quite limited, as indicated by leaders who

& Tivd, T77-802.

# Jevgenya Nazarova, “Lavonskye pravdy” kak storicheskvi istochnik” (“Livonian Legislation” ad a
Historical Source), Dreenedschie gormdaratva wa tervitory SSSR. Matertaly i ixshdovanye (The Oldest States in the
USSR, Materials and Studies) (Moscow: Nauka, 1979), 5-218, esp, 43, 172-17%; Nils Blomkvist, The
Discovery of the Badtic. The Reception of Catbosic Warld-Sytems in the Enropean Novth (AD 1075-1225) (Leiden:
Brill, 2005), 182-91; Marika Migi, In Alwstroegr, op. oir,, 86-88,

I Nils Blomkvist, The Discorery of the Baltic, ep. ot 182-91; Marika Migi, “Abiclu, kristianiseerimine ja
akulturatsioon. Perekondliku kormlduse varasemast ajaloost Festis' (Marrtage, Cheistianisation and
Aculturation. Early Family History in Estonia), Aradw Gng, Vol 1X (2009), 76-101; Merili Mersvahi,
‘Description of the Peasants’ Sexual Behaviour i August Wilhelm Hupel's Topagrapbleal Messages in the
Context of the History of the Esronian Family', fowrma/ of Baiic Stwdies, Vol. 47/3 (2016), 301-323,

#¥ Jevgenya Nazarova, “Livonskye pravdy”, gp. at, 177-178.

¥ Menli Metsvahi, "Description of the Peasants’ Sexual Behavioue...', art. cit; for parallels in the
folklore of other, historically known matrilineal societies see e Marisa Rey-Henningsen, The workd of the
Plasghwomean. Folkfore awd Readity in Matmarchal Northwest Spate, FF Communications No. 254 (Helsinki:
Academia Seicatianum Fennica, 1994),
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could only exercise control over restricted areas.

Two spheres, two modes of cultural contact

Another feature dividing the late prehistoric eastern coast of the Baltic Sea
into two clearly different spheres was the cultural impact from Scandinavia,
Archacological material reveals great similarity berween all constal areas along the
northern half of the Baltic Sea, while the southern half of the Eastern Baltic was
characterised by a material cultute that differed from the Scandinavian material
culture in most aspects. The division of Eastern Baltic mantime cultures thus seems
o have followed the same ethnic lines as discussed above. On the other hand, the
Scandinavian cultural impulses presumably spread along the main communicational
routes = which, due 1o the topographic situation, ran mainly through the areas
inhabited by the Baltic Finns (Figure 2).

Murual contacts between Eastern Scandinavia, Coutonia and the coastal
tegions of Estonia and Finland date back to the Bronze Age and gained momentum
in the 78 centuries, after the introduction of the sail in the Baltic Sea. This
innovation encouraged sailing across the open sea, resulting in a comparatively rapid
Seandinavisation of warrior-related material culture existing along the north-eastern
consts of the Baltic Sea, The Viking Age saw the emergence of a common cultural
sphere of warriors along these coastal regions, manifested n similar weapons,
otnament styles and jewellery, but presumably also in shared warrior values and
attitudes, and the ability to ¢ommunicate in each other’s languages. Eastern
Scandinavia being the core area for the shared cultural sphere, Old Nordic probably
gained dominance as the common language.*’

Such unification of culture, even though it applied to only one social sphere,
was hardly possible without personal contacts, It may have been mainly young men
who moved between different societies, acting as retinue members for foreign
chieftains, partictpants of campaigns and trade expeditions, or weze raised in the
households of family friends abroad. Marriage ties would also be likely, though
probably not very widespread, at least in certain areas where female attributes i the
material culture remained disonetly local throughout the whole period. The
movement of Scandinavian women to the Baltic Finnic areas because of mixed
marriages may have also been hampered by the different succession systems.”!

W Marika Migi, In Anstreegr, op. alf,, 132-115,

9 Indrek Jets, Labingy mavd, Skandinaaia 9,11, safandi desmstistiilid Besti arbeoloagiiistel leidudel (The Banle
Serpents, 90-11% Centary Scandinavian Art Styles on Estonian Archacological Finds) (Tallinn: Tallisna
(likooli Kirjastus, 2013), 266; Marika Migi, In Awstreegr, gp. ait,, 132-135,
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Figure 2 - The most televant trade routes and centres of the 12% century
with 11"-12%-century hoards in the Eastern Baltic. Drawn by M, Migi.

_ Cultural exchange in the sphere of shared values was not one-sided. Eastern

Baltic cultures clearly influenced the development of the distinet material culture on
the island of Gotland, and were obvious both in Birka and Sigtuna in Middle
Sweden.' Neither did the shared cultural sphere mean that artefacts and ideas
demonstrating the shared values were all imported from the core area. On the
contrary, the patterns and values once tken over were adopred locally, and
sometimes exported back to the original core area,"

¥ Daniel Guonarsson, The Distribwtion of Bronge Arcefacts of Viking Age Easeern Baltic Types Discovervdd on
Gotland. Irow Age Networks and ldentitie. Gotland University, Master {one year) Thesis/ Magisterspipsats,
2013/ pring, 2015; Ingnd Gustin, “Contacts, Identity, and Hybridity: Objeets from South-Western
Finland in the Birka Graves' i Johan Callmer of al, Identity Formetion and Diversity in the Early Modieral
Baltic and Beyond, op. ait., 205-258.

" Description of shared cultural milicu see Chrs Gosden, Anbaeslogy of Colonsatiom. Crltral contart frome
SN BC o the present (Cambridge: Cambridge Archacology Press, 2004), 39-40,
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Figure 3 - Distribution of weapons decorated in Urnes Style,
with some examples from Estonia (Marika Migi, In Austregr, fig. 7.5-7.6).

A good example of this phenomenon in the Baltic Finnic coastal territories is

offered by the distubution of certain pattern-welded spearheads that imitated
‘Scandinavian’ shapes and decorations but were largely produced in Couronia,

k1.
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onin or Finland. ™ Specific vanants of animal style ornaments, mainly used to
orate weapons and warrior accessories, were developed in the same areas,
eapon ornaments 10 the so-called Urnes style, the last phase of Scandinavian
gnal art, have actually been found in the Baltic Finnic ateas in much larger
mbers than in Scandinavia (Figure 3).%

By the 11" century it had become nearly impossible to distinguish berween,
it instance, the Gotlandic and Saaremaa warriors when it came to the material
! associted with them. Taken over from the West sometime in the past,
rrior-related attributes in the material culture had become a local feature,
oduced and developed by local craftsmen, Most Baltie Finnic coastal areas do not
wide evidence of the existence of a more ‘local’ material culture attributed 1o
eriors, while in other regions, e among the Livs, certain onginally eastern
features co-existed with Scandinavian-style elements. The shape of women's oval
brooches of Scandinavian origin was adopted in Livonia and Karelia whete similar
wpes of jewellery were developed and used during the 11%-12% centuries.'d Some
'_ tern ornament designs influenced other types of women’s brooches made in
Finland. In Estonia, the feminine matenal culture, with the exception of certain
unisex ornament varieties, remained manifestly local.

: , The earliest Scandinavian written sources, runic stones that for the most part
date from the 11% century, frequently mentioned areas inhabited by the Baltic Finns
ﬂ’:gurc 4). These were mainly short references to the locations where the men in
whose commemoration these stones were rased had arranged expeditions to or
“where they met their deaths. Middle Sweden was the concentration area of the runic
stones, which also explains why eastern territories were named about twice as often
a8 the lands west of Scandinavia. OF the Baltic Finnic areas, various places in Estonia
were mentioned on nine stones, and locatons in Finland and Latvia on six stones,
while the south-eastern coast of the Baltuc Sea merted no menton ar all®? In fact,
the texts on the runic stones referred to the very region that was archacologically

Y Knsuna Creute, Tewson and trodition, A Stwdy of Late Irow Age Speavivads wrosmd the Bale (Stockholm:
Stockholms Universitet, Theses and Papers in Archacology N, 8. A. 8, 2003),

Windrek |ots, Labingn saad, op. at, 91-203, 265-270.

% Roberts Spirgis, Brogpewpu’s sobtas ar keilfn vadiproiim wn hiedn ksclt@rar atfofha Daugone fefrec® 10,13,
goadstetdd (Tortoise Brooches with Pectoral Chain Ornaments and the Development of Liv Culture in the
Lower Daugava Area in the 100138 Century) (Riga: Latvijes VEstures Institlit Applds, 2008),

¥ Knntel Zilmer, He Drowmed in Holwe's Sea ~ His Cargo-Ship Drifted fo the Sea-Boitons, Only Three Came ont
Abive', Records and Rapresentations of Baitic Traffic in the Viking Age awd the Early Middle Ages in Eardy Nordic
Sowrcer (Tarou: Tarru University Press, Dissertationes Philologiae Scandinaviene Universitatis Tartuennis,
Vol 1, Nordistica Tartuensia, No. 12, 2005); Marika Migi, In <lnstregr, ap. ofr, 184-186.
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characterised by the shared cultural milieu of warriors, ¥

Heimskringla and Runic stones Saxo's first
A Histary of Norway nine books

Figure 4 — Diagrams of modern regions cited in different written sources, For the first two
diagrams, only areas in the eastern Baltic Sea are depicted (Marika Migi, The 1iking Eastern
Balti, fig, 3).

Another 11h-century writer, Adam of Bremen, probably had in mind the same
shared cultural milicu when writing about three islands in the eastern part of the
Baltic Sea, Aertland, Churland and Semland, all of them subjects of Sweden.™ Semiland,
however, was also linked with islands in the western end of the Baluc Sea, was said
to be located close to Russians and Poles, and inhabited by ‘a most humane people’”
What Adam of Bremen exactly meant by Chwrland and Aestland remains somewhat
obscure — in those times especially the present-day Estonian island of Saaremaa may
have been associated with Churiand rather than Aestland

Prussia and southern Couronia, i.e. areas inhabited by ethnie Balts in the 11—
12t cenrurics, were charactensed by a rich and orginal material culture that,
however, bore only slight resemblance with Scandinavia. It may therefore seem
surprsing that the only Scandinavian colonies known from the Eastern Baltic —
Grobipa, Kaup-Wiskiauten and Truso — were all located in this very region.*! All of

% Marika Miigi, The Viking Eactern Balie, ap. alr., 13, 21-22,

¥ Adam of Bremen, History of the Archibischaps of Hamburg-Breswen, I'ranslated with an Introduction and

Notes by Francis |, Techan (New Yark: Columbia University Press, 1939}, 4: 16-18.

0 Marika Migi, In Anstroggr, o, it 149-151, 179-182.

1 Wojeieeh Wrdblewski, ‘Invaders, Merchants or Sertlers? Archacological Evidenee of Scandinavian

Activity n South-Eastern Zone of the Baltic Sea duting the Viking Age’ i Mindugas Beraiug (ed.),

Transformatic Mundi, The Transitron from the Lae Migranen Pervod fo the Early Viking Age in the East Baivic

(Kaunas: Kaunas University of Technology, Department of Philosophy and Cultural Science, 2006),
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places were ndicated by cemeteries with typically Scandinavian burials that
d out conspicuously against the local Baltc burial places in the same area. By the
nd half of the 11" century, all these colonies had ceased to exist; the
adinavian inhabitants of Grobina may have left even as early as at the beginning
the Viking Age. The sites, however, continued to be used by the local population,
8 just the Scandinavian arrefacts that disappeared. It 15 impossible to assess
the colonists assimilated into the local culture, moved back to their
ds, or were killed off.
What is most remarkable about the Scandinavian colonies in the southern half
the Easter Baltic is that apparently their cultural influence did not reach much
wer than a few dozen kilometres from the actual sites. The rest of Couronia and
U remained comparatively untouched by the overseas cultural impulses.
wertheless, some researchers have tried to see Scandinavian colomsts in certain

rom Scandinavia is, however, scant.® The very modest amount of Scandinavian
rtefacts on the south-eastern coasts of the Baltic Sea has intrigued several
researchers who have sought to explain this phenomenon, without questioning the
existence of ‘intensive contacts’ as such.*

The firm notion of a strong Scandinavian impacr affecung restricred areas in

i_'[lf?q 16; Mateusz Bogucki, “Some Orental Finds from the Port of Trade at Jandw Pomorski (Truso),
Poland’ i UIf Fransson, Mane Svedin, Sophie Bergerbram & Fedie Androshchuk (eds.), Cadtral
Inseraction Berween East and Was, Archavalogy, Artefacts and Human Contaits in Northern Enrope (Stockbolm:
Stockholm University, Stockholm Studies in Archacology, Vol 44, 2007), 164-170; Viadas Zulkus &
Mindaugas Bertafius, "Handelsplitze zwischen Danziger und Rigacr Bucht zur Zeit Walfstans’ i Anton
Englert & Athena Trakadas (eds.), Walfitan's Viyage. The Baltie Sea Reglon in the Early 1Viking Ape as Seen
from Shipboard (Roskilde: Viking Ship Museum, Maritime Culture of the North, Vol. 2, 2009), 198-204.

2 Viadas Zulkus, Kirdiad baltifos ffiras erdodfe (Cours in the Baltic Sea Space) (Vilnius: Versus Aureus),
2004; Jonas Genys, ‘Zardé: o Medieval Couronisn ‘I'ade and Craft Centee’ i Gintautas Zabicla,
Zenonas Baubonis & Eglé Marcinkevibilied (eds.), Ardaeslogicnl Investigations in Independens Lithuania 1990
2010 (Vilnius: Lictuvos Archeologtjos Draugia, 2012), 4449,

W Marika Migi, In Auserregr, ap. air., 404-407,

W lg Viadimir Kulakov, ‘Baltiyskiy akehent v dvizhemy vikingov (etniceskie diffueii i tradizhii
iskusstva)', Arbaeadaga Latwana, Yol 1 (1999), 197-213; Audroné Blivjieng, ‘Role of the Curonians in the
Eastern Baltic Area. The Transition Process from the Late Migration Period into the Farly Viking Age
(Cultural Aspects)’ fr Mindaugas Bertasius (ed.), Trawgormanio Muncdi, The Transtion from the Late Migration
Periad to the Early | thing Age in fhe East Baltie (Kaunas: Kaunas University of Technology, Department of
Philosophy and Cultural Science, 2006), 183193, esp. 189 Viadas Zulkus, *Settlement and Piracy on the
Eastern Shore of the Baltie Sea: the Middle Ages to Modern Times, A rhaeodagia Baltica, Vol 16 (2011),
5B-T1.
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Couronia and Prussia can be explained by two prominent factors. Firstly, written
sources still play a major role in the interpretations of East European Viking Age. A
long narrative regarding Couronia can be found in Rimbert's Chronicle 1%ta Ansgari
dated to the 9 century and describing a campaign of the Swedish king Olaf to the
land of the Cori#® On the other hand, the Nordic sagas written down in Iceland only
seldom mention Couronia, especially compared with the northern half of the Eastern
Baltic. However, this shortage of information is offset by a very long, detailed and
vivid description in Fgil's Saga of Egil plundering a chieftain’s farm in Couronia
during a Viking raid 46 Stories featuring Fetland, Fysisia or just Ausrgr were
normally much more laconic, and these areas often appeared as no more than brief
mentions of pillaging rargets.

Secondly, the whole period from about the 8% to the 12 century is frequently
viewed as a single, uniform segment in Eastern Baltic archaeology, using evidence
from the beginning of this era, eg. the Scandinavian colony i Grobipa, in
argumentation concerning much later centuries. However, by the end of the Viking
Age (800-1000/1050) = not to mention the next two centuries — the polincal
situation around the Baltic Sea had changed considerably.

The Viking Age Scandinavian colonies along the south-eastern coasts of the
Baltic Sea, and their generally weak cultural impact on the surrounding areas were
typical of a specific mode of contacts that has sometimes been called middle ground
colonisation, In this, socially complex groups of colonists moved over to another
tertitory where they lived in one cluster among the native people. Typically, hardly
any acculturation took place, while both the colonists and the natives believed that
they were in control. It meant that two cultures existed side by side during a certain
period.A” The colonies in Grobiga, Kaup-Wiskiauten and Truso were established due
to the Scandinavians’ interest in the trade routes towards the south, predominantly
along the Vistula River.# When this interest waned at the end of the 10 century, the
colonies were abandoned, leaving no clear traces in the local culture.

i Rimbert, Anskar, The Apostle of the North, 801-865, Translated from the Vita Anckaris by Bishap Rinebert,
His Fellow Missionary and Swcessor, Uranslated by Charles Henry Robinson (London, SPCK, 1921), 30.
40 Egil's saga, T'ranslaced with an introduction by Hermann Pilsson and Paul Edwards {london / New
York, Penguin Books, 1976), 46; William Sayers, ‘A Glimpse of Medieval Curonian Vermacular
Architecture in Egils Saga Skallagrimssonar’, fowrmal of Badtic Stwdies, Vol. 44/3 (2013), 363-374; Marika
Milgi, In Auistroege, op. it 321-325.
7 Chrid Gosden, <ndasigy of Colomiafion, op. at., 20-32,
8 Marika Migi, Tn Alwstroegr, op oit., 128-140,
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routes, pirates and seafarers
The different nature of the Viking Age cultural interaction berween
tandinavia and the Baltic Finnic coastal societies in the northern half of the Eastern
altic implied that the onigmnally Scandinavian features adopted mnto the local culture
were now probably considered nauve and developed further loeally. However, after a
rransformation period in the first half of the 11" century when the Scandinavian
tern trade interests seem to have temporarily ceased also in the northern half of
the Eastern Baltic, new networks were established and became stabilised during the
econd half of the century. The Viking adventures along the Eastern Way were over,
now it was mainly trading between the Russian principalities and the Scandinavian
Kar gdoms that influenced the Baltic Finnic part of the Eastern Balue. The most
prominent routes used by this network were still running through what are now
Estonia and Latvia,

Internationally  relevant routes are marked by archaeological evidence,
pecially coins and hoards, The amount of 11%=12%-century coins found in Estonia
18 twice the amount found in Latvia, Lithuania and Finland put together” Several
: silver items of Scandinavian origin have been retrieved from Estonian hoards,
and the whole 12th-centmury matenal culture of Estonian warriors sull resembled the
Scandinavian prototype, even though most of the items were now produced locally.
“The material evidence thus indicated intensive contacts between the same coastal
“areas around the northern half of the Baltic Sea that were interacting in the Viking
Age.

12th~13hecentury written sources rather frequently mentioned pirates from the
‘eastern shores of the Baltic Sea, who threatened Scandinavian coastal areas. Actions
of Couronian and Estonian pirates were described in quite a detail in the chronicle of
Henry the Livonian, albeit always in the context of an encounter with the 13
century crusaders. The chronicler emphasised, however, that plundenng rads o
Seandinavian coasts were commonplace among the inhabitants of Saaremaa and
Couronia, 5

In the Nordic sagas, problems with eastern freebooters, Vends, Kurlanders, or
just ‘men from the East’ often occurred in narratives that presumably happened in

W Tuukka Talvio, Cates owd Cofw Finde v Findond 21D 3007200 (Helsinki:  Suomen
Muinmismuwistoyhdiseys, Yol 12, 2002), Table 1; Zenonas Duksa, ‘Pinigat ir jy apyvarn' (Money and its
Tumover) m Laima Vaithunskoene (ed.), Lasteny marerrabue knlviirs LX-XHT amisge (Lathwamean Marerial
Curltoire IX-XIIT Cengwriez) (Vilnius: Mokslas, 1981, 83-129); Tvar Leimus, Viikingid - rodvlid voi
kaupmehed?’ (Vikings - Plunderers or Merchants?), Toma Aabokalior giakiv, Mo. 1 (2006), 17-29,

0 Henricus Lettus, The Chronicle of Henry of Livonia, p. ait,, V11: 1.
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the 11112 centuries.® The Nordic kings who were interested in consolidating their
power, made efforts to defend their coasts, more or less successfully. The measures
taken presumably stopped most of the spontaneous Viking-style raids carmed out
with only a few ships. Campaigns from the East that reached the Scandinavian coasts
now comprised, according to written sources, quite a number of warships and
warriors. 5

Saxo Grammaticus and the authors of certain sagas, e.g. the Knytlinga Saga,
made partiéular mention of Couronians as active plunderers of the Scandinavian
coasts, only rarely naming ‘other peoples from Awstroggr” in the same context. This,
however, seems to be in clear contradiction with archaeological evidence. Henry the
Livonian who was familiar with the early 13%-century circumstances in the Eastern
Baltic, was certainly also aware of Couromans, but his narrative does not by any
means depict them as more active operators on the sea and overseas compared to
the Saaremaa seafarers. Even more astomshingly, Saaremaa — Eynyisia n Old Nordic
and the most frequently encountered Eastern Baltic topenym in, for instance,
Heimskringla — was never once mentioned by Saxo.

A possible explanation for this apparent contradiction is provided by the old
name of the Estonian island of Saareman. Untl as late as the beginning of the 19
century, the present-day Saaremaa was called Kwresaar, that is, Couronian Tsland.
According to folklore, kwrafased, 1. e. Couronians, lived both on an island and on the
Kurzeme Peninsula, that is, the part of mainland that is now known as Couronia.
However, the Awnsased of the Estonian folklore were predominantly Baltic Finnic
inhabitants of the Kurzeme Peninsula, whose material eulture exhibited strong
similarity with the inhabitants of Saaremaa, as is vividly demonstrated by several
archacological excavatons.®? Some researchers, including this author, therefore
support the theory that rather than being an ethnonym, the term Couronians/ kuralased
may have originally denoted a pirate or warrior, along the same lines as how [7iking
equalled a pirate in certain other areas of Northern Hurope®* The social rerm

N i, The Saga of Maywis the Good. Heimskringla. History of the Kings of Norway by Snorei Sturluson, Translated
with Introduction and Notes by Lee M. Hollander (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1995), 538-576,
esp. 23; Kmytlinga Saga. The History of the Kings of Dewmark, Translated by Hermann Pilsion & Paul
Edwards (Odense: Odense University Press, 1986), 29, See overview in Marika Magi, In lustroggr, ap. aif,,
254-360.

52 Marika Migi, ‘De sofarendes konflikeer' (Seafarers Conflicts) in Carsten Selch Jensen, Marika Miigi,
Kersti Markus & Janus Moller Jensen, Da danskerne fik Dannebrog. Historien om de dansh-estiske relationer
amkring dr 1200 (When Danes got Dannebrog. Danish-Estonian Contacts around 1200 AD) (Talling
Argo. 2019), 107-117,

8 Murika Migi, T Awserwggr, ap. ot 61-68,

M Argumentation i i, 179-184,
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an ethnic indicator only later, when it was exclusively adopred for the
abitants of Couronia, by thar time predominantly ethnic Bales.
The narratives describing the 12 and early 13% century eastern seafarers in
s via suggest in some cases that Chrsoan kingdoms may have used the
poting foreign troops in their own mutual wars in much the same way as some
turies earhier Anglo-Saxon rulers had tried to use Viking armues m thewr struggles
gainst neighbouring kings. For instance, the Knytlinga Saga and Saxo Grammaticus
ve both described a bartle fought in 1170 in Blekinge, present-day Southern
Sweden, While Saxo says the county was plundered by Estonians and Couronians,
the attackers are all called Couronians in the Knytlinga Saga.** The foreign troops
arrived with ten ships and, accordingly, consisted of approximately three hundred
men — Henry the Livonian has in several instances mentioned thirty men aboard an
Estonian or Couronian ship.56 Any raid to the opposite shores with so many men
must have involved several logistical problems. As the texts say, the Estonians-
Couronians had set up a base on the island of Oland. At that time in Sweden's
possession, the island was plundered during the same events by Danes instead of
men from the East. In 1170, Denmark and Sweden were waging war against each
other, and the eastern seafarers who seem to have looted only the areas belonging to
the Danes, were presumably allied with the Swedes. %7

Henry the Livonian writes that in the year 1203, a group of crusaders on their
way to Livonia encountered sixteen warships from Saaremaa ravaging the Danish
areas in present-day Southern Sweden. These armed forces may have consisted of
nearly 500 warriors who, as we learn from the same story, had free entrance to Visby
and the other Gotlandic harbours.®® The raid was very well nmed: king Canure VI of
Denmark had died suddenly in November, and the plunderers attacked Denmark as
soon as the sea became navigable again after the winter months. The quick action
was probably motivated by the hope of taking advantage of the period of confusion

after the ascension of the new king, when coastal defence have been relatively

% Knytlinga Saga, ap. dr,, 123 Saxo Grammaticus, Gesta Dawornm, The Histary of the Danes. Volumes 1-11,
edited by K. Frig-Jensen, manslared by P Fisher (Oxford! Clarendon Press, Oxford Medieval Texts,
2015), 14: 40, See alwo Nils Blombkwist, “Hast Balde Vikings = with Particular Consideration o the
Couroninns’ in Provities Paclapiar: archeslogifa, Aniiirg, vipwosene ("ages of the Pase Aechenlogy, Culure,
sSocety) (Klaipéda: Klnpédos umversirers Balnjos region istonjos i archeologijos instiruras, 2005), 71-
03 -
5 Henricus Lettus, The Chrondcle of Henry of Livensa, op. air, VII: 1-2. See also Marika Migi, The 1 iking
Elasters Baitic, op. dit,, 69-81.
57 Murika Migi, Tn Anstroder, ap, ot 360-382,
# Henricus Lettus, The Chromink af Hewry of Livowds, ape o, V11 1-2; Marika Migi, The Viking Easrn
Baltie, op. o,
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slack.® The most remarkable detail revealed in the narranve is that the Gotlanders
refused to attack the Saaremaa warships, referring to a treaty between Gotland and
Saaremaa.

Treaties with Saaremaa or other parts of Estonia are mentioned in several
other paragraphs in Henry’s chronicle, and in many cases the context hints at the
existence of such treaties between different parties, even if not directly referred to
the text. Nothing is known, though, about the content of these pacts. However, the
non-attack treaty and shelter provided for Saaremaa ships in the harbours of
Gotland probably meant that Gotlandic ships and sailors could count on similar
privileges in the areas controlled by Saaremaa. In any case, the existence of such
treaties points to the significant role that Saaremaa and Couronia played in
guaranteeing the safety of important trade routes along the Eastern Baltic coasts.
Most cargo ships coming from southern Scandinavia and bound for Russian markers
in the East sailed over the open sea near Gotland, Once past the island, they could
hardly avoid waters controlled by Saaremaa and, in certain cases, Couronia,

In the beginning of the 13 century, Saaremaa and Couronia were also able to
block access to Riga, which was rapidly developing into the centre of the Eastern
Baltic Crusades. As can be seen from the chronicle of Henry the Livonian, any
situation could easily escalate into a serious conflict with the crusaders, During the
first decade of the 1200s, Bishop Albert, head of the Livonian mission, tried to avoid
clashes with the inhabitants of Saaremaa and the Couronians, albeit not always
successfully, Henry the Chronicler often mentions the harbour of Diinamiinde 1n the
estuary of the Daugava River, ten kilometres from Riga. It was a long time before the
crusaders managed to take full control of both the harbour and entrance iato the
river, while troops from Saaremaa tried to block the harbour at least once.” The
13th-century debouchment of the Daugava was narrow, so the plan to clog it up with
additional buildings seemed quite realistic.® Any blockage of the influx of supplies
and military forces could have put the Chrstian centre in Riga at a serious risk. It
was obvious that control over the Eastern Baltic maritime societies was a necessary
precondition for subjugating the whole region.

Although most of the manume societies in Estonia and Latvia were
characterised by corporate power systems, there is no reason to suggest they were
socially, technologically or martially backward compared to their neighbours. Henry
of Livonia refers to several well-coordinated military actions aimed at maintaining

0 Marika Miigi, The 1iking Eactern Baltic, ap. ot
0 Henricus Lettus, The Chrowicle of Henry of Livenia, gp. air., XIX: 2.
ol Marika Migi, The 1iking Eadters Baltic, op. ot.
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ol over trade routes, or over the centres along these routes. The sort of
jes mentioned above convincingly demonstrate that the relative absence of
widual power structures did not hinder political ambitions or communication
 the rest of the world,

~ As regards the political relevance of Saareman, a good example is presented by
ter from the Riga administration to the city of Liibeck in 1227, explaining that
eaders of Saaremaa had recently become their vassals. Namely, the city of
then in the midst a conflict with the King of Denmark, had asked Saaremaa
elp.® What kind of assistance was meant or whether it was actually provided or
51, is unknown, since neither Litbeck’s orginal letter nor the eventual answer sent
pom Saaremaa has survived, It is, however, notable that the leaders of Saaremaa, still
fficially heathen when Liibeck’s request for help was sent, communicated with
her political powers via letters, probably written in Latin or in Lower German.
sonetheless, the power structures in Saaremaa maintained their corporate nature for
il generations after Christianisation. Another treaty, concluded in 1255, was
ealed with the coat of arms of Saaremaa, and listed eight persons as the leaders of
the island, ¢

lusions
As the number of written sources increased considerably by the end of the
124, beginning of the 13 century, clear-cut differences berween the social systems
existing in the northern and southern halves of the Eastern Baltic became more
~obvious. The societies in the southern part of the Eastern Baltic were generally more
hierarchical, For instance, early 13™-century written sources deseribed Lithuania as a
deeply stratified society with strong leaders called princes who possessed large
',nm:m Several of them were associated with powerful centres and had lasge mulitary
forces under their command. In an agreement concluded with Halitsch-Wolhynien in
1219, five princes mightier than others were said 1o be ruling in Lithuania and

2 Marika Mags, ‘Osel and the Danish Kingdom: re-visiting Flenry's chronicle and the archacological
evidence’ i Marck Tamm, Linda Kaljundi & Carsten Selch Jensen (eds.), Crusading and Chionicle Writing
ont the Medseral Baitic Frontter: The Chromicle of Henyy of Livowia (sarfy 13% contury) (Faraham / Busdington,
Aghgate Publishing, 2011}, 317-341.

SEGY Bunge (ed), Liv, Est- and Kneliindisches Urkandenbuch nebst regesten, Vol 1 (Reval, 1953), 117
(1227),

0 Thid, 369-371 (1255); Enn Tarvel, ‘Poliitiline ajalugu 13, sajandil ja 14, sajandi ilgul’ (Political History
i the 13th and early 1dth Cenvuey) in Sooreman 2. Aflign, majndvs, knilton (Saarcman, History,
Econnmy, Culture) (Tallinn: Koolibr, 2007}, B5-94, esp. 90,
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Zhemaitia, In 1245 one of them, Mindaugas, was alteady called ‘the highest king’.%

The simultancous existence of societies based on corporate power structures
in the northern half of the Eastern Baluc raises a question about the role
topographic conditions may have played in such diverging developments. The
Eastern Baltic areas inhabited by the Baltic Finns were positioned at the crossroads
of internationally relevant trade routes, but also on the border berween different
political regimes: the Russian principalities in the East, and the Scandinavian
kingdoms in the West. The rapidly consolidating state of Lithuania, occupying the
southern part of the region, gradually became an increasing challenge for the eastern
and southern territories as well: according to the chroniclers, Lithuanians’ plundering
raids had a major impact on Livonian local policies. A key role in the political
systems was played by religion, Orthodox faith in the East and Catholicism in the
West, both engaged in an escalating conflict throughout the 13 century.*

Political fragmentation and corporate power structures are comparatively
widespread in buffer zones squeezed between political entties, and this 15 what
Estonia and Latvia had developed into by the beginning of the 13% century. Their
position at the crosstoads of trade routes only encouraged fragmentaton. Transit
trade was particularly profitable for such intermediary regions that could function as
converging points for different forces, withour reaming with any of them. It is also
difficult to underestimate the role of Christianisation in this political game: to join
either the Catholic or Orthodox faith would have automatically brought about one-
sided political dominance and undermined trade contacts with the other side. The
conversion of Prince Mindaugas of Lithuania in the middle of the 13" century, first
to the Orthodox, then to the Catholic faith, serves as a good example here.
However, unlike the northern half of the Eastern Baltic, Lithuania was by then a
political farce in its own nght.

8 Herbert Ligi, Talpoegade koormised Eeitis, , op. ait, 37-38; Zigmantas Kiaupa, “The Establishment of the
Stare’ in Aigmanias Kiaupa et al, The History q.fUMl bfore 1795, of, alf,
o Anti Selare, Livomsa, Rus' awd the Baltic Crusades in the Thirteenth Cemtary (1 icen: Brill, 2015),
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